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GEYSER PEAK WINERY OFFICIALLY LAUNCHES NEW LINE OF BLOCK COLLECTION WINES 

 

- wines already in high demand and receiving great acclaim - 
-  

San Francisco/New York – January 14, 2008 - Geyser Peak winery is officially launching its highly anticipated 
artisanal line of Block Collection wines – award-winning winemaker Mick Schroeter’s expression of the 
complexity inherent in site-specific winemaking in Sonoma County’s Alexander and Russian River Valleys - at 
two signature culinary events: Wednesday, January 14 in San Francisco at Bacar and Wednesday, January 21 in 
New York, NY at Bouley Test Kitchen. 
 
In the short time since their release, these limited production wines - less than 3,000 cases each - have already 
become highly sought after by sommeliers and select independent retailers. Pre-release samples have received 
ratings of over 90 points and the winery is already sold out of the 07 Sauvignon Blanc. The three wines in the 
Block Collection are the River Ranches Sauvignon Blanc (Russian River Valley, CA); Water Bend Chardonnay 
(Russian River Valley, CA); and Walking Tree Cabernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley, CA). 
 
“We are thrilled with the response from the leading wine buyers and opinion formers who have previewed the 
wines,” explains winemaker Mick Schroeter. “The Block Collection is the ultimate manifestation of our ‘Easy 
Going Attitude, Exceptional Wine’ mantra. These are approachable (under $25 a bottle), beautifully expressive 
wines of balance and character, crafted to greatly enhance quality dining experiences, and act as ambassadors 
for the Russian River and Alexander Valleys.”  
 
Created as expressive wines of balance and character that are meant to pair with a wide range of cuisines, Mick 
has teamed up with renowned chef Morgan Mueller at San Francisco’s Bacar, where Mick’s meticulously sourced 
Block Collection wines made from individual parcels within the finest Russian River and Alexander Valley 
vineyards are being paired with Morgan’s meticulously sourced cuisine made from local farmers’ market 
ingredients. In New York, Mick is working with celebrity chef David Bouley, who is pairing the cuisines of his 
three different restaurants – his yet-to-be-opened Asian restaurant, his new Mediterranean restaurant Secession 
and his newly renovated Bouley – with each of the three Block Collection wines. 
 
Unlike vineyard-designate wines, the Block Collection is a blend of special blocks within multiple vineyards to 
balance, enhance and show the specificity of the respective region in the finished wine– the Alexander and 
Russian River Valleys. The grapes from these parcels are vinified separately in small lots and resulting wines are 
then tasted blind to see which blocks “dramatically jump out of the glass” with elements that Mick feels are a true 
reflection of the terroir. From this tasting, four trial blends are created and then tasted blind again to select the 
best one. 
 
According to Mick, his cool climate Block Collection River Ranches Sauvignon Blanc’s bright acidity and 
elegance pairs well with spicy Asian or Thai food, sushi and curries, while the structured and palate-cleansing 
Water Bend Chardonnay shows well with cream-based dishes such as creamy curries, cream-based Thai, and 
creamy pasta dishes. The Walking Tree Cabernet Sauvignon is created in a New World style with fleshy, 
voluptuous, rich, upfront fruit. With its dominance of berry fruit, this wine is typical of Alexander Valley 
Cabernet Sauvignon and is a natural for steak houses, matching perfectly with a marbled rib eye. 
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Note to Editors: Photos and winery images available upon request. 
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About W.J. Deutsch: W.J. Deutsch & Sons was founded in 1981 by Chairman, Bill Deutsch, to market 
quality wines produced by prestigious families from major wine regions of the world.  Deutsch’s wines are 
sold to the trade with well-planned marketing support and offered to U.S. consumers at fair market 
prices. Today the company is renowned for its brand building prowess and ability to identify and fill 
consumer niches within the wine category. They have built numerous category leaders including: the #1 
selling brand in the US, the #1 imported brand in the US, the #1 Australian brand in the US, and the #1 
French brand in the US. Bill’s son Peter Deutsch is CEO; thus two generations of the Deutsch family work 
side by side in their continuous quest to build strong brands and relationships throughout the wine industry.   
 
The W. J. Deutsch & Sons portfolio of award-winning wines includes from: Australia; [yellow tail], [yellow 
tail] The Reserve, [yellow tail] Sparkling, California: Atlas Peak, Buena Vista Carneros, Esser Vineyards, 
Gary Farrell Vineyards and Winery, Geyser Peak, Kunde Estate, XYZin; France: Andre Lurton, Georges 
Duboeuf, HobNob Vineyards, J. Vidal Fleury, Pierre Sparr, Sauvion et Fils; Idaho: Ste Chapelle; Italy: 
Barone Fini, Castello di Monastero, Coldisole, Poggio alle Sughere, Lionello Marchesi, Villa Pozzi; New 
Zealand: The Crossings; Portugal: Quinta Do Vale Meao; and Washington: Columbia Winery, Covey Run. 
For additional information about W.J. Deutsch & Sons please visit the company's Web site at 
wjdeutsch.com. 
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